Max Lucado tells the story of Bob, who was born into the land of coats! His mother loved the color blue and made Bob's first coat a lovely shade of blue. Every time she noticed her son in his lovely blue coat, she cheered, "Yes, Bob!" He felt good in his blue coat, but Bob had to grow up and go to work. So he put on his best blue coat and slipped out of the house, going to his new job. The people on the street saw him and began to yell, "Yuk, Yuk!" Their coats were yellow and they hated blue.

Into a store ducked Bob and bought a yellow coat, put it over his blue coat and continued on his way to work. The people cheered, "Yea! Bob!" Bob felt good in his yellow coat over his blue coat. He stepped into his bosses office to get his assignment for that first day. He sat waiting for this boss, who came in, looked at him and yelled, "Yuk!" Bob jumped up, took off the yellow coat and stood waiting for approval in his blue coat. The boss yelled, "Double Yuk! Bob. Here at work we wear green coats!" With that, Bob slipped back on the yellow coat, over the blue coat and put the green coat on top. "Yea! Bob!" said the boss. As he left for work, Bob felt good.

After work, Bob slipped off the green coat, put it under the yellow coat and walked proudly home. He opened the door, went inside, as his mother looked at him with a "Yuk" on her lips. Bob quickly changed coats, putting the lovely blue one on top. Mom whispered, "Yea! Bob!"

Bob got so good at changing coats until he became a popular man around town. He changed coats so swiftly until he had folks fooled into believing that whatever coat they had on, he had it on too. Bob loved hearing the crowd say, "Yea! Bob!" He couldn't stand hearing "Yuk" Bob was elected mayor of the Town of Coats and had a faithful constituency. One day he heard a noise outside of his window and then heard a pounding on his door. The Yellow Coats brought in a man wearing no coat. "Kill him!" they cried, "he doesn't fit in!" In his yellow coat, Bob said, "Leave him to me."

"Man, where is your coat?" he asked. The man said, "I wear no coat." Bob replied, "everybody wears a coat. What color do you choose?" The man responded the second time, "I wear no coat." By then the Green Coats had gathered under Bob's window. Running to the window, his green coat on top, Bob yelled down to them, "I have it under control." The Green Coats shouted, "Kill him!" At this time his mother entered into the room, and Bob slipped his blue coat on top. "Bob, where is his blue coat?" Mother asked, The Man replied, "I don't wear a coat." "Kill him," said Mother as she left Bob and the man alone.

"Man, said Bob, you have to wear a coat or they are going to kill you." "Bob," said the man, "you need to decide to stop wearing your different coats. Take them off, take them all off and let the world see who you truly are." 

"Take them off? Take them all off?" asked an incredulous Bob. The man said again, "Bob, you have to make a choice." As the crowd kept crying, "Kill him!" Bob washed his hands, opened the door and marched the man toward sure death. The man looked at Bob, with one final word, "Choose." 

Paul responds to the Colossians identity faith crisis saying, "Take off all the old, put on the new.”  There is only one thing we need to clothe ourselves in. Listen to the Eugene Peterson translation, called The Message, as I read Chapter 3, verses 1-11: “Sisters and brothers, if you are serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don't shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with things right in front of you. Look up and be alert to what is going on around Christ--that's where the action is. See things from his perspective. Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life--even though invisible to spectators--is with Christ in God. Christ is your real life. That means killing off everything connected with the way of death, sexual promiscuity, bad temper, irritability, meanness, and profanity. It wasn't long ago that you were doing all that stuff and not knowing any better. But, you know better now.  You are done with that old life. It's like a filthy set of ill-fitting clothes you've stripped off and put in the fire. Now you're dressed in a new wardrobe. Every item of your new way of life is custom made by the Creator. It has a Designer label on it. All the old fashions are now obsolete. From now on everyone is defined by Christ. Everyone is included in Christ. So, dressed by God for this new life of love, put on the wardrobe God picked out for you." 

In our personal lives we have to take off that quick anger and that filthy temper. We have to take off that meanness which allows us to belittle others. We have to take off that dirty language that just slips out. We have to take off telling those nasty jokes which make fun of God's people who don't look like us. We have to take off lying, which we claim "everybody does." We have to take off our ability to say no just because.  All of those things belong to the outdated, outmoded wardrobe before Christ!  We have to put on compassion, kindness, humility, and patience.
In New York City, Tony Campolo saw Men and women making their way down the streets in their business suits.  They were quickly going from one place to another.   They all passed by a homeless man holding a sign that said “Change.”  They all walked by, all but one business man dressed in a grey suit.  He dropped a bill in the homeless man’s cup, hugged him, and said “I am trying.” 

Change is difficult but through Christ anything is possible.
We know what new life in Christ looks like for individuals but what does it look like for a whole church?  Stanley Ott a Christian lecturer asks, “What if we prepared ourselves for the possibility that God has an exciting life building vision for the church and each of us in it?     What if the whole church said, yes to that transforming vision of new life through Christ?” 
 In the movie “Yes Man” the banker Carl Allen is a lonely man after his divorce with his wife Stephanie, whom he still yearns for.  He has a boring job, stalled in a bureaucratic position in the loan department of a bank; and he spends his spare time watching DVDs. When he meets, by chance, his former high school buddy Nick, he is convinced to participate of a self-help program called "Yes Man" lead by the guru Terrence Bundley. The basic principle of the program is to say "yes" to new situations, leaving the negativism aside. Carl misunderstands the concept and says "yes" to every question. His life completely changes with his new attitude.

I was told when I started serving in ministry that people would come up to me dreaming big dreams of what they hoped the church could be and do.  I was told that my first response to any suggestion for ministry should be, “Yes.”  Can we feed the hungry?  Yes.  Can we clothe the poor?  Yes.  Can we gather the people just to be together? Yes.  Can we have a retreat, a book club, a men’s group, and fun? Yes?  Can we address your complex and varied needs through the Gospel of Christ?  Yes!  Can we transform our old lives into the image of Christ?  Yes. Can we commit to a new way of life?  Yes!  Consider the possibility that God has an exciting future for us as a church?  God has an exciting future for us.    

The idea of saying yes to new life in Christ is quite different than Bob changing his jacket.  We don’t have to listen to rap music because it is popular.  But if rap music would bring one person into new life with Christ should it be considered?  You betcha.  We are freeing ourselves to move into the future no longer bound by sounds a symbols of the past but free to worship Christ in newness.  That doesn’t mean we are going to have a hip-hop worship service next Sunday.  But it does mean that we will have to adjust in our ministries and out reach if Purity Presbyterian Church is going to be a vibrant church on it’s 300th anniversary in 70 years.  

All of us in the church face two challenges says Stanley Ott, The first is showing love and honor to those who have led for generations—indeed whose lifelong commitment to the church has sustained them.  The second is adjusting our ministry to draw the lesser churched and unchurched to Jesus Christ.  

Suppose you are hired with ESPN and then given the task of changing Monday Night Football into an ice skating event without losing any viewers.  Impossible?  We face the challenge in reverse in many churches across America.  How do we expand the scope of our ministries to provide holy worship and outreach for diverse people while keeping the members we have without burning out or being tossed out?

Perhaps we should consider that God has called us together for such a purpose.  Perhaps we have not yet experienced God’s greatest ministry.  God will touch the lives of many more generations through Purity Presbyterian Church. 
Tony Campolo says one of his favorite stories is Soren Kierkegard’s “Parable of the Ducks.”  He describes a town where only ducks live.  Every Sunday the ducks waddle out of their houses and waddle down Main Street to their church.  They waddle into the sanctuary and squat in their proper pews.  The duck choir waddles in and takes its place, then the duck minister comes forward and opens the duck Bible.  (Ducks, like all other creatures on earth have their own special version of the Scriptures.)  The duck pastor then reads to them:  “Ducks!  God has given you wings!  With wings you can fly!  With wings you can mount up and soar like eagles.  No walls can confine you!  No fences can hold you!  You have wings!  God has given you wings and you can fly!


And all the ducks shouted, “Amen!” 

The old has been stripped away and we are clothed with new selves through Christ.  We are no longer confined by the ways of the past.  We are free!  We can fly.  God has something exciting and transforming for us.  It’s a new kind of life together.  Ask for the faith to believe it, the grace to see it, and the courage to act on it.  Amen!

